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on october 1 2009 the people s republic of china prc celebrated the 6oth anniversary of its founding and what an eventful and tumultnous six
decades it bad been during that time under the leadership of the chinese communist party ccp china was transformed from one of the world s
poorest countries into the world s fastest growing major economy and from a weak state barely able ro govern or protect its own territory to a
rising power that is challenging the united states for global influence over those same years the prc also experienced the most deadly famine in
human bistory caused largely by the actions and inactions of its political leaders not long after there was a collapse of government authoriry
that pushed the country to the brink of and in some places actually into civil war and anarchy today china is for the most part peaceful
prospering and proud this is the china that was on display for the world to see during the beijing olympics in 2008 the ccp maintains a firm
grip on power through a combination of popular support largely based on its recent record of promoting rapid economic growth and harsh
repression of political opposition yet the party and country face serious challenges on many fronts including a slowing economy environmental
desecration pervasive corruption extreme inequalities and a rising tide of social protest politics in china is an authoritative introduction to
how the world s most populous nation and rapidly rising global power is governed today written by leading china scholars the book s chapters
offers accessible overviews of major periods in china s modern political history from the mid nineteenth century to the present key ropics in
contemporary chinese politics and developments in four important areas located on china s geographic periphery tibet xinjiang hong kong and

taiwan

sixty years ago china was one of the poorest countries in the world populated mostly by rural peasants and still suffering from more than a
century of internal turmoil and international humiliation today china is a rapidly modernizing economic dynamo with growing global
influence politics in china is an authoritative introduction to how this transformation occurred and how china is governed today written by
an international team of highly regarded china scholars each chapter offers an accessible overview of a key ropic in chinese politics the opening
section provides readers with a firm grounding in china s modern political history from the fall of the last imperial dynasty through era of
communist rule under mao zedong deng xiaoping and their successors the next section covers the political system with chapters on communist
party ideology the structure of the political system and the policies behind the country s spectacular economic performance the book then
Jocuses on several major issues in china today politics in the countryside and the cities the arts the environment public health and population
policy the final chapters cover politics in four important areas located on china s geographic periphery tibet xinjiang hong kong and taiwan
comprebensive and fully up to date in its coverage politics in china is essential not only for students studying contemporary china but for any

reader interested in learning how this rising power has evolved in recent times and the workings of its current political system

china roday is never out of the news from human rights controversies and the continued legacy of tiananmen square to global coverage of the
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beijing olympics and the chinese economic miracle it seems a country of contradictions a peasant society with some of the world s most
Jfuturistic cities beir to an ancient civilization that is still trying to find a modern identity this very short introduction offers the reader with
no previous knowledge of china a variety of ways to understand the world s most populous nation giving a short integrated picture of modern
chinese society culture economy politics and art about the series the very short introductions series from oxford university press contains
bundreds of titles in almost every subject area these pocket sized books are the perfect way to get abead in a new subject quickly our expert

anthors combine facts analysis perspective new ideas and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly readable

this comprebensive accurate and up to date book provides information and analysis for a complete examination of contemporary china and its
political and economic developments uses an accessible informal writing style throughout focuses on institutional development and change
completely revises chapter 8 to include the reversion of hong kong in 1997 and macao in 1999 updates discussion on ideology to include jiang
zemin s search for a unifying ideology now that be is the undisputed leader after deng xiaoping s death in addition it includes a new section
on the law making role of the national people s congress provides brief profiles of the new top leadership and discusses the new civil service
system for professionals who deal with china and or hong kong often and need up to date information on the current political climate in

china

this book presents an up to date and clear guide to the often bewildering changes which have taken place in china in the late twentieth and

early rwenty first centuries

it s time we got to know a little more about the chinese did you know they don t eat soup they drink it that their surnames come before their
first names that their good sense is to be found not in their beads but in their hearts or that white is their colour of mourning this guide to
avoiding the numerous pitfalls of chinese etiquette is both amusing and informative the writer and journalist kai strittmatter lived and
worked in china for ten years this amusing affectionate and perceptive book provides a fascinating guide to this lively sociable and friendly
people and their complex and often contradictory society as the author says be prepared for everything when you come to beijing it really is
unbelievable what can happen here the new material in this edition takes a critical look at the challenges posed by this the next global

superpower
the question of shifting american power

mandarin chinese an introduction provides a systematic overview of mandarin chinese from the perspective of the english speaking learner
using a comparative approach it contrasts grammatical and other features of mandarin chinese language with relevant issues in english the
book opens with a chapter on the setting of the chinese language giving a brief account of the historical geographical social and linguistic
background of china included is a discussion of how modern chinese politics has played an important role in the development of modern
standard chinese other topics include sounds and tones writing vocabulary grammar and discourse mandarin chinese brings a wide range of

topics and issues together in one volume presenting a coberent easy to follow picture of the langunage and a practical efficient way to learn

first published in 2005 the following pages provide an extensive introduction to the study of the economic history of china together with a
carefully selected bibliography of some 8oo books and articles the text is intended to define in the first place the nature and importance of the

subject and to furnish a general guide to its further exploration in future

an introduction to chinese politics which provides an accessible overview of the structures and dynamics of chinese politics today concentrating
on the era since 1949 the text takes a look at politics in the widest sense analysing political institutions within the crucial broader context of

chinese history and the pressures of social economic and cultural changes

this book breaks with convention and provides an overview of chinese history in the form of special topics these topics include the major issues
of a scientific approach to the origins of chinese civilization ancient chinese society and the change of dynasties the golden ages of the han tang
and qing dynasties a comparative analysis transportation systems and cultural communication in ancient china ethnic relations in chinese
bistory the systems of politics law and selecting officials in ancient china agriculture handicraft and commerce in ancient china the military
thought and military systems of ancient china the rich and colorful social life in ancient china the evolution of ancient chinese thought the
treasure house of ancient chinese literature and art the emergence and progress of ancient chinese historiography reflection on ancient chinese
science and technology new issues in the modern history of china and a general progression to the socialist modernization of the people s
republic of china the book is based on current literature and research by university students the modern bistory section is relatively concise

while the topics related to ancient chinese history are longer reflecting the country s rich bistory and corresponding wealth of materials there is
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also an in depth discussion on the socialist modernization of the people s republic of china the book provides insights into chinese history
allowing readers to see the value of civilization through history to see the preciseness of bistory through civilization it focuses on the social

background lifestyle and development processes to illustrate ideologies and ideas
a brief introduction to the history politics society and culture of china

on the global stage china is often seen to be a homogenous nation when in fact it is a diverse multi ethnic society with 55 minority
nationality groups recognized by the government scattered across the vast landmass ethnic minorities in china occupy a precarious place in the
state where the confucian concept of cultural community plays down ethnicity and encourages integration of minority nationalities into the
majority han chinese society this insightful book reveals the ethnic diversity underlying the people s republic of china and examines how
ethnicity intersects with social and political issues through key themes such as ethnic inequality the preservation and contribution of the rich
traditions and customs of minority cultures and the autonomy of regions such as tibet and xinjiang the author investigates the important role
of the state and beijing s assimilation stance to show how its nationality policy driven by confucian assimilation ideology has dictated china s
own minority rights regime and influenced its foreign policy towards international minority rights this book by a distinguished scholar of

ethnicity in china will be essential reading for students and scholars of race and ethnic relations nationalism and chinese culture and society

mao zedong was a giant of 20th century history in this very short introduction delia davin provides an account of mao the man from hbis

childhood as a peasant to ruler of the most populous nation on earth she considers the major events in bis life bis revolutionary writing and

bis utopian dreams that culminated in the cultural revolution
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